
bit h cMl"*; but it 1« impressed npor my memory by
^he fat that m. venea'ed |tarent was among tap
lumber of th<*» «rh'>, to tb« o<»ur .* lh"*r enttaw-
a-im, forgot eve yUmg oo*a«*»4 wfcn ptraoMl
aatct v in tbe iwthfui dl><c*arg* of an arduous dtty,
and w'-o, in an eff.T' to *** thn ugh one a| tho aw
row streets, the build (won either side of which
were i ber< ou tire, fe I exh.iusud in the attempt, and
must uevitabiy nve i-e hvi not a>m? kind
and Nitiifnl lritcd< r*»cotd bim from impaadiug
death, by c«nve)mg him »»<. It from the acme of
danger aao laying hint uu u "in coach ai home, Ia
looking back u. unA*)!- fUa'., fond memiryrecatts to
mind tbe name* of wiroe f trioai k o, havbig oc u-

Situi prone inaut positions in the front ranks of the
epturTn.e&t,, and p'rforuteo «ell their paita, have

be* n gavbwd to t e»r farters, where no bell dla-
tuiba their sleeping aod i>o al irrn bruaka npon the
atilbess of tbe'r grav**; cnu,»> have pa-s-.a away
*«>y the praausi do ay of i>a ure, in a c jod old age:
gome l ave in matuie'y jri.<-ue« f"rtoe tomb, and
some hav e fmien victims w' the pout of danger. We
can sigh over tbe m >u'deri/>tf ; coai of a Bi'owa,
a Fia, Win, a St ong a U 'hba, und a Cox, aod
drop a tiHr or two ovet t' o to> early graves of a

Ryfcei , a Hotlmire and a WJHiams. We can refer to
the pad calamity »bi< h <¦ inn- o the ueath of Po'ersoo,
wloae banner, do. ieuted to ine m" 'u_ ry of dop&rted
wrath, >et holds a prominent "<»'tioa in every pa-
rudo of *i I d*pa*t<i»' . t; tot e period of 1H27, when
a lUvooi un<f a Jo*e»>h tell; t" ihe linw of '32 aud
:t4, which reen*ed in the nudden d nithe of Cfar-
rlson, Brown, Hedges nuo Kua >p; to the sad dig
aster wiifn au I nreihitl and u Ward were buried
beneath the iuIus of t e P-*'l street Are; to '30,
\'i«. aiio. '37 when It tcnie, Morton and Bucklow
were t.nmhmd among tbe vi tints of those years;
to tbe excitcm^iit < f 1840, wiieu <Vel!a ind Glasgow
aacritiotd their lives; to '45, wt.ca Cowory died;
to '4fl, when the dc a'h» <»f tbe lamontoa Kerr,

f a"iie« and DurantOftn mdrmu ^loom >ve:- our city,
as in one sad proc* s»'ou wd foliowrd two of (hem
to the tomb; to the tioiia wn.tn Fvam* and Trencu-
aia swtlieu tbe nuailw r of ine VMStimu at theshiine
ct'dutji atd I oi'plit lift the v il aid poiu'-you
to tht mingle 1 reaiuins of tbo^e who wer$ s>> re-

Wftly tauiiiictd a' the fiJling of tho B.-oiidviv
Ijinio-Pg: b' t 1 wdl tint o, eu at'csli the yot bieoa-
ii.g v.o'i'nJd of the nurvivoin, wu wi'l never cease
to remembrr th- ago:iy o> that dreadfnl night, and
who skontd hold t,« mrict, accountability the an-
tijors of 'heir ca amity. T -e na oes and memory of
ttV<H alio have ju«t tallen »hile in the servicea of
t;i' d(( i-r1n:cnt aro teroetuitwd upon tho ma V»le
ma»iJir»ot w ieh.otjuj a a-( a cimdpiciious obj-.ct
lip^n the hri^'hta of J etn*«n>d. among the aaiuy
ifiterva'iog !ui iilenw c 'nn^ctbd wit'i the early his-
t rv of t*. ia dcpai .meot. the n in dwells with pecu¬
liar pien^arc u on one whtoh those who wpro irit
nei-a sof the sc**e will never cea^o to remember.
1 r» fcr to the visit of the venerable and beloved
l,af«ye»tc, w^io fr»><tiieytly 'f counted aa amonif tbe
gtaUlylng circum-lan'-ex f tuat visit bis review and
exiStmalioB of v e tin men «nd apparatus; and I
well Tfnitiuber, as he walked with slo<r and maa-
su'ed steps ulong tt e line, ieai ing upon the arm of
our cliff, an1 receiving the cheers of those who
wtre aiTsijgtd uron^d t e 1'ark in anticipation of
hfc approach, the tear of uRVatina kindled in his
<>ye in he grasped the hasos of those who btood ia
aovanc« ot their renpo tive companies, and bado
him neioctne to our flhorra Wi »n the review was
emlfd.ard tho galia >t Ge neral etired from tho
rank*, tho cheem of the auited multitude made the
welkm ring, vtbi.'e aetn-am from every engine pre-
ucotid a uydraclic di"i»a7 wo.thy of the oo-
casios ard the rain. Ctury your thoughts buck,
my frieid*, but a few short years, and
how vast tbe Held in wbich this ilepartmoat
hus betn called npon to operate in contending
with tcme of the most disast ous hres recorded In
tbe annul* of our histo»y! Among the temples dedi¬
cated to our holy religion w.uoh have been sifept
away by the devouring element even within our
own time, you may remr-mbertbe tall of the Beek-

n an street Church, the bnrniog spire of Wall street;
Zion's Church, in Mott street; the Sonth Dutch, in
the mcmomble fire of '35: tb s Fren ;b, in Franklin;
*h'. Synagogue, in Canal; the Baptist, in Oliver;
Chikt's C'lnrh. ia an*.h-ny; the Methodist, in
John; BL Thomas, in Bn adivav ; and recently the
IV'Ltral Pie.^byterian, in Broome street. Among
the favorite and popular places of amusement, too,
the Gres within our recolieo'ion have been disss-
trous. Mont of n» can remember the destitution of
the M unt Pitt circus: the Laurens street toeatre;
tb« Bow*ry, upon several o ca«dons; the Paik,
twi« e; Mhlo'i; tho almost new and splendid opera
house, en the corner of Chare l ind Leonard «Ueets;
and tbotigh last., not leas* the favorite temple with¬
in whose walls ustonis* td thousands have so often
lisient-d to the sweet warbling* of t!ie Northern
N'tghtisgalc. iie«i Jes the»e, and many others which
may have escaped my recollection, almost innume¬
rable have been the dres agjiun which tue depart¬
ment hare hnd to coltend; and how well and cfre -tu-
ally they have perforated tfieir duty the un veisal
applftoM of an apt reflating and grateful people
niobt abundantly tevitlei. It is true that invan-
oe<j<ccnr«d in which tbe help of nun acemod al¬
most prufetks- tor atiu a to a-.rest tho progress of
«l< hifiu tivm »nd to ^tay the fu>y of the devouring
ek-ment, l-tit they hav- gmeraliy been owing to a
".oDihiDuiion of peculiar cir :unn'ances over ivhioh
tlie llrcccn bad no owtrol, anl t')r which tiiuy
sh«.uld lot beheld roHp> n>-il>le, f>r it Is not too
murh s;t v that t e.o i.< ¦'> cIhsi of on . fellow-citl-
zr; » 1i> «hicti ro me inoro largely inde'ited for the
pi ve.va'icn of our ii »s <'es and our homes thai 'o
U> vaii>abl« bond f men .vn-» tbH d »y c*leurate the
la.infcf the c inn ?ton* «»f a hu'ldiug to bo de¬
voted fo tbe »rrricc« of the (ire department of our
eity. Pitvioufi to t »e iutro n> tiou of Crotoa water
In 1842, our only r»onr e waf* to tlie very inado-
.iiute supply of the liio p'.u^-, whi h were scattered
through nit Vie do» .i»-ly po ulatod portions of tne
city, and connected wub 'he o!d Manhattan corki
in Cheobers htraet, aud sabsf queutlj wtih the

rrolr in InirUronth strfcT , tho comparatively
-mall cifcierrn lo font of maiy of tue pnblic
liiuMs*?.tbe old anpply ?ng'no upon the part of
tie proomls row oeonuied by the Tombs, the float
at '.he fcK.t of Iloosevelt stnet, »nd our two noMe
ri\c». In thrr-e d«y^ no distru*t boll announctvl the
location of the flies, at d uo boui ila ies short of the
cclirt tfland marked t o c»ll to duty: but when
tlie aarra was noanoed tho whob dopartmeat
WS.C- aiouf-ci' and fr« m ouo cxt eme of the city to
tl>« ototr.from tbe Battery to If-trlcm, and from
tiiv Nortfc to tbe 1'ae' river.they were required
prmpUy to ropotid, frcq'tontiy running maty a
wcr.rj rai.e, and cxhuusted long bofore arriving at
tlirc .iiH' <f alarm, for '.hen no index but Vio
pointing fiotn the City Hall, .'ind the cupolas of the
riv remotely fca'tend «f. b bou^-s guided their
nig'jtl) wsmlerinjis, and during t o day they a'ere
oblige*", to rilv u.»on tt»e best infrination "which
oould le ob'tJutd ofte-itim-'s very contridictory
and uicutain. Than, ta was not unfroquontly the
caae, it re<|uiied nearly ouo Lalf of the strength of
the acfulmtxitto forcn a str gle stnani npaa the
tire, and I now recolleet oue inatanr-e in which
water nva (Onvcveii tOnmirh a line of abont fifty
ce^jiuts from 'be i-^ast liver to the vicinity of the
ltowtry, caiiing into re<pi »ition the s<:rviccs of
rrar'y oar thmi«ard m- n and roquir'ag an immense
aniouat of labor to May the pi ogress of d«-triic-
tior. it v ss ia hmc-t lik > these, and during the
intcwe cold of a IK c. ml*r iiight that the destrac-
tirc Are at Ciane whirl, the present site or Fnl-
ton market, awept «itn fury thn bnildioga In
that uU(hbct<kO >d; and many of you may re-
meniUr that J*r£>' and valuable stack of good.
+>\4 HIoodgood's >»Uies.'fur jistied fuel for the flames.

T lie Nirricg of ihe cotton stotej on South street
viw kl*o ia the midst of <vintcr, requiring nearly
taiitV'tix bocrs labor of tho fUrrccn boforc the en¬
tire (lq-uitmt nt w.ta disuii^iod. Tw ropowJk lire
in tl c tStn fur oistaut subuibs of, tho city, broke
tut dtirtorth. merid'in sun of a siimraerVfablwth

i^arj wboatartui at tho alarm foil ex-
binsttdcre thev reached tt-c a<v;oe. the <heratcU
works, h P oadway, tbm far he>»nl th<* limit* of
r»it rt»irt*r i *pn!sto » ?t cets.too Exchange bnild
ir-kx on WiiH'im rt-ecf, an<l m iny ot\cn whi-h
nu.-UtUe niuMdto, .III call to jour raliuls *n
moial'ou of ideas tv ich nc.tber the time nor the
<x* ..ton wi'l petmit me to dwell or enlarge tipos:
>.«!!. *bc^ will tone totbowthe tapedimcnui under
wtiri, vtr fuocsen labored before the orgaui/.aii ,n
«jt" the u.c.« ta ey-.U-tn. The mr>re r^cnt coaflagra-ti« n« cf lv;;r. <u><1 io15> in whi( h *27000,000 of pro-
.j*v<y w»s de»»»roj-<l; tbc barring of the Hirper*'
ti. .rnnn4l) eMxhli^hritnt. an^ the ma d< *tnieMon of
tbe Waiiar itud the Great HopuOli?, *nd the
jtt caoit a*rnl tt*;«.H at JeonirnV, are of aneh

r itnperalhvf/ rceeot occurrence that I need only
n-fer toUumto rrcall vlr>dly to yoa»- minda tho
ctr'<!*"'?ane' a connected with the disinters. Hot it I*
ootofth Utbcbottj of <la»k*rlhat tho departmenti* tbe &bi*ct of cemnieot and admiration, for in ail
th<> eivi proceeding* for which thia
city in m> jurtiv celebrated, it dm al ways firmed 4

. |. (eminent and important pirt, and is relied uponby the municipal authority* to swell the patriot
and inctfflKC Uw onthiutU^m npon such oc -aaious.
Anong the m»ny tbnuaanda who participated in
l*?r< it* the odeOatfon of u»o completion of the Erie
cftoel, so riees of our fellow -itir.etu entered more
ardently ii to the popular feeling consequent nj>onthe cMt.pltte miccese of that mighty work, which
mi> gicd the waters of the ocean with the Ialrc«, and
¦one contributed more to giro an trial to the ore x-
<rt)n, than tae flrroes of oar city. Whan, in 1&4'1,
the wnUra of the C otoo were introduced into our
nut'opelta, all claw* of ite population pacti.-ipa'ed
in the celeb etiOa of 4> ertnt ao intimately conniv¬
ed with the prosperity of oar citv, bat to none did
it preetot M0(« pleading antl ipatioos than to those
who bed eo oft*n reaflaed their entire dependeac?

a dob a tall end permanent supply in the prom it and
«Aelttt dfac&arge of their bazar lona and im,*>rUnt
du'.K*. ft was, therefore, jn»tly ezuected that, j
¦pen en«* an occaekm, not only the atreogth, hut
-tbe tcaaty of tbc department, wonld occupy a pro-
asin^ntp wition In tae line of proccwion: and aach

were mon> than roalised, for the
monnted eaeinee, bwideoaMly decorated, drawn
yr **or*t* richly capariao:ed--tho nnmeren* ap-
.ropVlato baisaen butonriDg to tho v*ri<>na eom-
f.mwS, preceded by the occ which had up'-u

10T "s, of tLaf rrj » -fjj j.rr*catcJ tbemfer (he

occasion.the bands of music dispersed throughout
the line* but above alt the general appearance and
perfect ofcoer of the men, presented a display which
«u the admiration of strangers and ttw> joatijr beast-

! ed c< mini nt o our citizens. Afterward*. s« ai;*»-
pr niiaw- haste to thta uusi icions tv«-ut, the lit tie
skiff, the "Maid of the Mmt." w ich had floated

¦ ttirough the- aqnedoct frma th« Ci<"8 dm to the
re civirp ret-ervotr, wu« in the p<wenceof tie mem¬

bers of tn* legislature »>.d waoy >tlur duitiagai»aud
visitats, formally presented to the d<" partmeut i®
token of tie bei.f fit wLich was to result iu the ex¬

tinguishment of fires, from the completion of this
mott important and stupendous work; iud it wa*
mr privilege upon that* occasion, on joor be¬
half, ai d hs jrur repre-entative, to acknowledge
your app e< latfon of the very pimple hat aiiuropriate
gift. It »na a most unfortunate day t< r the best in-
tcres>*sof the department-, when, dmin» an exten¬
sive conflsgiaroa In the eastern soctioa of the

c ty. information was received tuai tlie Comana
Coun il, in the p't^umed pleutitade of their
wi-d(m.bft<i introduced the fell demon of unity
politics in the displacement of our chief, and that
Ou'ick [had been removtd, not for aay want
of ability on his pun to discharge the impor¬
tant initios committed to his oare not
be cause ) e h&d been guilt y of any breach of trait
to (onrection with the office, but bec»ase in the
exnewe of tbst freedom <>f specch npoa political
()tiestio< h which is the boasted prerogative of every
American citizen, he was believed to be opposed
to those in whom the power at that day was vested
of appointing una removing at pleasure the (.Nief
Kcgueer of the Department. When the announce¬
ment was made tout he had been removed, and
that Ityker was tosnoeeo him, the ttrewas uudor
coiitiol and Lad been tearly extinguish# i ; hut under
the excitement of the occasion a general suspension

| of labor ensued, and an almost universtl burst of ia-
dgnation rose from rank to rank at t >e nnpre-
ce dented and uncalled-forjudgment woioh had been

I visited upon him,ard regarded at the time as a pre-
nu ditated auo unpardonable insult to every member
of the cepertnient. It may be that under a mo-
n.« tary excitement the ca . of Gulink ^ras reversed,
thereby viitually reliiquuhing his cominane, aad
t> at otters followed t .e example, but I did then ba-
lie ve, and have alwayB thought, that if so, on
his part it was the result of a cideat, and not
of design, for there was too much of the milk
of human kindness in the noble and generous
hcaited man to permit himself to become the

vssysjs&
was the introduction mto our ranks of a soirit of
iosubordination and discord which led to the en-

ln 5 »an ati 7,ni of maD> of tbe most valuable
and e flick nt companies, una bnt for the inter >osi-
tionof exempt firemen and other public Hnirited

thiZ.«D*'«r t®°klP'*{*8»ionof the apparatus under
the raaction and authority of the Common Coancil
nugut have resulted ir tne most alarming and sen-

L 1 "»<*¦. In these remarks J d » not m^Tn
to imply a c< nsuro «i»on tbe honored name of Ryker
(Z Lvaluf,d h n M* hKa>*P «"» loved WmMaSan
* j i h P ^°j the Production of a principle
S * Noting and witheringeCtuK
l^££tSP,.? PrW*W of our instituR
i am aware that curix-g the lant few years a nr<*in
dice haa existed in the minds of many ag&ib&F tLa
preeert organization of tbe departmrat in coSl
quence of the apparent want of diachilhiB whiZhhZ

SS^-sii j
enco fo tbe proper discharge of (be duties of ti»«
member* of tne department, not subject to its re-

ffinVi MM or"!7?' '"V""1". too often

«. biajs^osss
agarnst tbe good order of soc iety, and endanmm*
thdr own lives asd that of otheri, and whiT fo?
bv the Dnbiir' ilormat!?n' ,U at wnce *ized Qpon
oy tne public preoa and given to the world ml a

S?tominrRaSrth°-Qr valQaHe 40(1 !
jng nremen. These Manga ought not so to be and

Itnm'ni At 8eri?u? ,Tlls *hich so frequently'SJ
from this sourre, is it not worthy af iwric-ua consi

Kestionn'Th».r!imar^0»n m?r' my friead8- for the sug- j
br«.vt«T propriety, ir not absolute necessity of

, *^'ngupan organization which has iuiured thn
reputaticn of your department, and brought cen*

agin.® the e&Tfor £\ls
are demwited*!

itfut ^^^pCCt. t'i0410 wh° is entitled to

to u h m f 7 t0 ,abil° ^"dorofthw
« f. . !? alIlldca> an<* 10 process of tiuio t<>

our' u it - f.pt <h« ito ?thor> lnd ni tre desirable
P»».u<t. Let tho voluntecfa underataod and
<10 rule w; striclv enforced, that an ler no dream.'
st.new .v-e they to tan fire access to the pobUo

/Tr i>n,P,ra;,/ ^nn^o remove M»c aJPE
.nd «,2,3r °f dei)CH,it' wltUwt the P^euoo
f a«v Ll l OI^ or more niccnbere of tne com
PMJ> break up thc c volunteer aawri-.ttions bv

^hhJb-,,r-h0,W8a2air,st them.fo^nigSy and
Sabbath day s repori, ami disoountenancc their in-
crft rttico In any of; our duties, aud my word for it
the time fs n.jt uistant when this departra. at

wiLjT!h?lt{mtLe b'Mll,nu<1 oomoianding position
H i iV'®" IT1 11 W3:i w°nt to do, wnea our
cuizf dr threw Tride open tholr door^ Anrtr>vf,» #ini
the right ban, I of hoapitah^ i Ti lZ£
atd grneions distribution of suitablo rtfff
liicnts for thtse who labored in tucir belaif-
t.ien, af it thould aiwpjs be, the ba-iirt; of a dre!
man would be a pa«sjKjrt to kind and frirvnllv at-

tpr-rr w"lw','t'1 » Iras.
Wttirs irst'sr.a
jring and teif aav iidcing devotion to tho public

' V encc of wl»«t our fin men ari and

j Jhe position which they arc entith d to oSy°n
tiic commtir rty, v e cac, point With pleasure t<i thofr
wnual parade*, whioh of i*e SeJ^h^tSitod
aTi.ffeiftJ at!C 'Uita> ,l"d ^.d tE t ime of
Hlmost nrjiven>al ccmaiendution. Aly fru«id«
*°S« but 6reakf up these spurious H^oSioS'
tb rU *J 1 y P°l,:i('8 from juur raula an 1 from

iif'r ^o' tile Common CoiiQcil in lo/ris-
Uting upon nutters appcrtaiciucr Ltc your in-

.mT' !,tn' ir<,PCM' y. would o;ra?y aStion
'' '

' ttic plif htM of oar m&nrvt*tl

I half ard IU(Jre f'cfiucntly be opened on jour be¬
half, ai.d a \sluablo ui -rease to tire chariialt^i tur.t

w. ,rRpWIy [0l^W Ulc 8ucctss ^ anch
an rTpe,imt<it, tuen we sh iuld :igaln ro.iti v> tbo^«

« v8, n ,ea(,In«»nd indamtiil citi/ens

S enroll thcmselvoe
nnrnbers in tout rallies; tli- r> your sue cdairs

ni»y hereafter point to the oonon-d nam«s of Buch

li «' ar J<*,ob Sherred,* hVocrt C. Cornell, John
I. Wi.hs (.arret B» Abaci, Ho'.>o t Uardcli, Jumes

Jlichafl M. Titu,, Pite Sharn

'if

"jrrpatLctlc fetling. ana regardi^ £ SSLStw
'.* for'B»*" tho dUh

' ' t"* hejven b<jrn hinty. whi h vi-ifn
the wfe". W'd Tin !,rr ; to p.,,!*

!;:r,T S , °11' UIK'U the woanded spirit ; to olt,!

anJ wiHriL and fto roscu -> from poverty
*"H.,w?nt the surririog faaiiliasnr t. o.-e wcoaie
rntitkd to tho benefit of the fhod appmp iatedto

tho list annual it^r ofyoj?
raf»<T!i> ,a''pw,^, t'»*t the pe rannwit ravlhns
rtitHcd the large amount of that ib.: nuni

v ?
relieved during t/-e Htc*I var wa<
"Ua 00 ofUl< children o/deeeiS

l>erTf «r^ ,11<icr }'°'ir .'".P'TTLsion, a Urge num-

u»e Ue2;^l «r
in our public schools

bStedTiCJJSf|
««h»TViSKryj1

fn.m ikLt most ^r,e»®^

2'0iM;. & P^ltlcs for violations of ?L"ro
ordinancea, bj powder and chimney fines; iaiti ¦»-

tioa and oischacg- certJloates; and by a retcnt act

of o^r'r bj * HniaJI t4S "P^n t,J« agencies
in u,'a iDiwxoce eompaiues doing basinoM

wrSal fflf'SSA^ [5^ Bct ^ tho
annaai bail, which has become one of t»K- mint

manV *r^tH Vnu of u>e year, and tj whi. h
^r® 9fudoni found among the

a>H^ and consiiierefi more
sansrraent*. r.0fn thrs0 ot.

w^u ces of reveriue, ty(ie'her with the iHt^re1! ui>on

t!le £Z?\Zat, r°n<1, 1,JW ^ jtotribotcd witkio
toe jtar the lar><e unci or $ 17 »id tho

srssLMrttt -»«

T be known only ta lliin who m>

S^TlTiT^ "'orejhan rarentsi |>v« the cigtiing of

,®orP,w(f'',teM- B"t if you fmvf

e^ rf Mi K lu? lwr,of ^t'tude klwfltr.g in t e
rtelolmt of y,. , bwnu , «, #i

®

prcscn»e<i hem>ir at door of your trA-iir'-
°f U,t 'U? for th0 i^'on.t of

wbLfh U kii » heard the pri' r

Mn, tS » D, ac,',ut' fit from her qnlmf.»|
ri«rii^ u? i

n*lr* tic t. nth of the de
fferitfon. "thru it .. mart bb -^d to glycT^"

?

ject, I bave often been surprised that among the
DfaB* tboucanf* that-ftre usually beajpatod- to
cbarMfble iid relifpou* ftMnolfttiuus. <>«j t#» lefa¬
cie* Mire been jjlvto in ||d of this Atari, whlofc, in
my jucgn><[»t. is ss deaervtag of popular favor ttS
am of ui(>fae watch are to Ireqncctly and liberilly
provided" for. Could nor -rUk men btl» -feahze, as

they tboold, t'.e sa'-r«d ckmd r of this trust. and
tbe cart ful and faithful manner iu which it h guard¬
ed and « Utriho'HL I c-iunct. doubt but. that their
ht ait* would be enlarged to contribute to an deserv-
ii g »ni praise-worthy an wstitucl >n. The laving of
fr e oortm $tove if (his bonding >a an iajo-eati ig vr\
in fbe bi*»<Ty ot tl*fdep«fm' nt; aua f am fflad to
be Inform* i <nat wvommodatious %re now to lie pro¬
vided r. J' quae to t'1e watts of Uumo to wh<>*e 9er.

\)i:& it iu Lett-ftpw to be dedteitad; >u the-e am a*
PCK'iiitiyijM which force tl.em-elves upon tbe mind
upon (iu h »n' occasion, niing'ed wth emotion* oT
p'eaftire aid pair; fop wbeo We look back upon the
rid Firemen's Hall in Fdltwn street, and that
wLirb baa given plft» to tbe present structure,
rod cull to onr recollection tjio Q»nnteniae* of
tboce whom we have so oiten mot within
their wf'lte, std tnkm s«eet counsel together,
it wems like parting with an old friend, and we c*n
but drop n icur ove the knowledge of the fAct th \t
while lib our daily walks we itjfc«t many of ft i-s
who, 'vith us, oti.-u ie« ttie form r, vet bow many
Inve Jong tiace paid the last great debt to nature,
while othera »e scattered over the. worl<?, far distant
from tbe familiar scenes of their early lite, and per-
bape forgetful of those wbo were once their as*od-
ftUB and friend?. In thnee days party politics ilia-
tuibtd not ue deliberations of the representatives,

t - r tittered ii.to the consideration of their on la-
sions; but with one heut and one mini connected
the g< neral interest with the public good, and ce-

n entt d topothf r the ties of mutual responsibilities,
determined 10 be foremost in tbe discha-ge of their
respective duties. Let bat each feelings as these
continue to e r.imate your exertions, and ire shall no
longer be pained with the reports, waloh too often
reach rur etna. emanating from the chief of the d)9-
pbitmcnt, of the bit er Itostill'ies which so fre
queutly prevail between tbe memhora of different

¦ eempaoks; then the reputatioc of this association
would resume its fcrnxr ^roud preeminence, and
tbe badge of a fireman be a sure and a
certain ptssport to the confidence aad re¬
spect of all classes of the community. Tiiea
tne spirits of our departed ftssiciatcs, If per¬
mitted to mingle in the things of life, and to watch
the movements of tbe lower world, would rcj ice
over tbe prosperity of an institution whieh, in tie
day of their pdgiimage, constituted their ambition
a'id their p Ide. With such feelings and desi'-es, I
most ardentl; commend the members of this depart
ment to tbe are and protection of that Almighty
Po»rr, without whose sleepless eye. the watchman
waketh but in vain, »nd who, through your luftrii-
mentblity, can alone stay tbe progress of dest-no
tion. and say to tho devouring element. " Peace, be
Btili!"
The orator was frequently interrupted with ap¬

plause during tbe delivery of bis discourse, aud at
tbe close was saluted with er thueiastio cheers.
Dedworth's oelebrated band then performed in

their beBt style, after which the Chairman came
forward and read the following acconut of tho arti¬
cles deposited under the stone, and the description
of the new building.

CONTENTS OF THE BOX PLACED IN TIIE
CORNER STONE.

1. Names of the Chief and Assistant Engineers of
the New York Fire Department from date of orga¬
nization to preaent time, prepared by Alfred Carson,
Esq., Chief Engineer.

2. BriW sketch of tbe organization and past his¬
tory of the New York Fire Department, with names
of present effl era, trustees and representatives,
prepared by Wm. D. Wade, Esq., Secretary.

3. History of the Biard of Engineers and Fore¬
men, from period of organiratlou to date, with the
names of those constituting the present Board: pre¬pared by their secretary, Jame* F. Wenman, Esq.

4. Paper contributed bv P. W. Engs, Esq., Presi¬
dent of Exempt Firemen 8 Association: in relation
to the early history of the department, from date of
organization to tbe year 181B.

5. History of the Exempt Firemen's Association,
from date of organization to piesuit time, with the
names of members and preaent officers, prepared by
George W. Wheeler, Esq., Hecording Secretary;
also a oopy of the by-laws of the association.

6. Bketoh of the history of the Firemen'* Bill
Committedof New York, fiom organization to date,
together with the names of the present officers and
members, prepared by Wm. D. Wade, Esq., Secre¬
tary; also a copy ofthe by laws of tho committee, and
order of exercises at last ball.

7. Printed lint of the present officers, trustees and
flie wm dens of tbe New York Firo Department,

. c >T.tribi;ted by Wm. D. Wade, Esq., Secretary of the
D.-f oriinent.

&. Histoiy of the present Board of Fire Wardens,
fiora period* of organization to (hitc, with names of
(fficers and members, piepivred by Joun Lyties,
I j?q., ^ccrttary.Co&tUtution and In laws of the Mercantile Lib¬
rary AesorialioB of the city of New York; also the

' Jun't ai.tii.al ieportof the Board of Direction, con¬
tributed by lftynold Bodd, Es./., Pmiden*.

10. Circulars oi l he University of the city of New
! York, contributed by Rev. Im.v Ferris.

11 Hlttory of the Charitable Fund of the New
« Yoi K FUiw 1 department from dale of organization

; (1792) to the pretent time, prepared by John S.
Gi'e?, Esq., Treasurer.

1?. Constitution and By laws of the Flro Depart¬
ment of the city of New Yoxk, contributed by John
S. Giles, Esq.

13. Programme of arianpcmenta and order of
| exercis* s on o-easion of lading the corner stoue of

the Firemen's Hull, August 21, 1854.
14. Constitution of the r sited States.
15. Constitution of the State of New York.
20. Copy of New York C<mmrrcial Advertiser.
21. Copy of Providcnce (R. I.) Journal, July 2o,

1S:»4.
22. Copies of all the New York morning newspa¬

pers, oud thr- loading Snuday papers.23. Holy Bible, contributed \>y tho American Bible
Society.

24. book of Common Prayer.
2". Ungual of the C jtnmo'n Council.
20. City Charter and Kent's Notes.
27. Ordinance organizing the Department.
'if. Dime of tho coinage of 1 ^00.
29. Copy of proceedings of joint committee on

l«y:nj tf.e corner stone.
30. List of companies which contributed five dol¬

lars each as a quota of the ex; fused.

nfe-CRTPTlON OF THE NEW BUILDING.
The new Firemen's Ilall is to be erected on lots

Nop. 127 and 13ft Mcrccr street, which was formerly
, o?cu;lcd bv the old Firemen's Hail and the City

Oil House, the dimensions of which are a* follows :.

Tho whole depth of the building from front to
rear is 95 feet, and the breadth is 41 feet. The
whole height of the front c!ev*tinn is 55 feet from
the level of the ftidowalk. The building will be

j three storifK high above the ceL'ar. The fhst story,
which will bo level with tho sidewalk, and eleven

i ftet In height, la to be appropriated for the use of
New York Hote Company No. 5, and Lafayette
Hook and Ladder Company No. 6.-the former on
the rodth aide acd tho latter on the north sido of
the main entrance.

l-tich con.pfcflj ia to hftvo Li l>y 90 feet, which
v. t'i to eiivteed in three rotm*", liie fiout roam for
the appjjwtus, the ceutro room for their me»ti igs,
:u d tLe room in the war for fc.ttln* And reading.The main entrunce hall will be s fett in widtu, unit
will br divided from the stairs by a pair of folding

| aoor", wnich vfill form .. large reeemsg veetibolf
The -ccond story is to bn ;;o feet in height, and Is

to c ntjiin three rooms, Ono Lrgc room (or the
I mctt-tiK ot the repiMentativca, tho eagtBrera a^l

fi rrrots, ml the Kxempt Firemen's Ac-oelati<i»i.
room i* to be 3* fc« t wide and 71 feet deep. It

* ill be well ventilated , having Lrge windows cu .1 1
' bide.-, juui the hide wall uvcurs fiom the aijeiaiag
, buildings three feet. Ou each tide of the «Winv«yf u> n room 15 ftet by 20 feet lor oemmittfo ruoain.

Tho third atory will 1* Li t->et in bright, and will
contain the fame number ot rooms, and of the s.tmo

1 size bp tLe second story. Tlte large room will he
i nif d for a libiary »rd reaulrg room atd ike small

r< om-i for the bb'turin and committee". AU the
room* above the first stoiy aie to be heated with
hot air fiunuces.
The float of the building ia to be Connecticut

1 rown ttoue, cut in the best manner. The style of
aTchlteiture i? I?«JUu>, or in ot&er wards* a romposi-
tion of Greek and Horns' n details appliei by the
Italians to modern tiuildirg. The two outer .ingles
axe o be formed with rusticate*) quoins. Tho dojrs

j an.lwiudows are to be tiimm <1 with atekltravcs,
plhi^tu* and cornices, supported on ornamental

| bracket*.
Two vertical lines of pillar* extend the bright of

! the. ekvation, on e.ich side of the entrance doorway
and tbe centre windows. UYoo the fare cf theee
antiu . ou t.io first story, is to lie cut in relief the
f u.Mems of the Are dcpa tmc.it, toc!» mi hook- a<u\luldcs, torchf-s, axes, trumpets, Ac., aad theteps
of there an *c i are to be Hirniuuntcd with a tire

| tydr«.t. The name of the building, FkUMti
Hall, is to be ft.ton Uto stone over tae second story
* Intowe.
The lu.iin cemc-r of the front will be an elaborate

j *tt«-ro, and will bs supported by heavy tn»M
V'Arketji. Ou the top ot tbe cornice i* k» be a

| bk<<k>nft eoorse with three pedestals, the two side
' nt.es lUtDHXiT.teti with » cluster ef toirhes, atul the

cetlrc one with tbe te l *i*e statue of a ftrnraaii !
U e arme iroe who has stood MBtoy so man> i cars in
f'i tt » f tbe eld ball.

In a etmi ciicie srca.e v. r tiie Lout eatrattee
U> be farvi u i bas-ieiie: the hcuida ol Protle- j

; t. »p aid fk-tttvclft.ee. aa np/t^nUA. in to* mi tin-
t > *T«i '".** cl '. 5 l«',W \

and upon tike k»)«toiM of the ink «0 be c«t iM
also Are oaj». «We buttdtag ia to be coaMrao^
el ill t*e tuort mb<Mntlal mdki.
He cellar vail lelb be 26 iaobee tbiok, the finf

¦trry **Js 20 inches thi *k, and the second ud third
afciy wa Ih are to be 16 in he«t«>iec. rheflwbeajas
or the third .-t/>ry are supported by Are massive ton
girders, 24 iocbes wide, resting on ud auchorei ia
tl c *ide wal b, and which are to tnppwt she ortUirtr
of the Reor»eenta<lve8 Hall, which tns A spa<e of
33 feet, and is to be most beautifully oci^wftfotod
in mucco work. " f " */
The phia* f»ittl>e,bilhiing trere drav&ttHlVr the'

direction of Ur. Jamna L. Miller, the 'wdmmi of"
the Buildiim Committee, from th« Board of Repre¬sentatives, bv H) cars. Field M^t!arreJ%, arshltefts,
the fame gentlemon to whom »Un awarded the tlr-it
}>cetnwnin for the plan* of the new City Bill, by 'he
unanimoue vote of the pdamon Council Commit¬
tee. /<

The whole osst of the building, which is to be
paid fri by the city, end the estimates, were adver¬
tised for aud awarded te the lowwt bidder, ia as fol¬
lows
MnM«. Piatt A Fisher, foj the mason work. .113,311
M*bhb. J AuietiL Miller Si Co., for the carpen¬

ter work... .. . , i'; . , 11 ,500
^24,811

The B'one cutting has been sub contraetcl ti
Hirers. Qajette A M'Oartgal, two enterprising
voung firemen, who hare been bnt a short time ia
SuisltifM, but who hare already .given evidence of

i their suteiior ability on several engine and hose
houses recently erected.

Ti e iron work is ftam the work* of the Messrs.
i .Coinell, the potato* by M p. .Times Gilmore,the

j carved work by Mr. Dewiti CI. Mott, and the orna¬
mental plastering by Mr. A- J. Clarrey.

All or the above gestlemen are oonriected with
tve Fire Departnim\ of this cliV, and each oae of
tbm h endeavbrif>g to excel the other in the

i superior manner in whioh toe work shall be exe¬
cuted in their respective brandies.
Ire Building Committee from the Bwad of Re-

Srf pen'ativea consists of Messrs. Jamas I* Miher,
naea F. Wenman and William D. Wade.
After more muftis by the Harmonic Society, the

company then dispersed, well pleased with the
ceremonies of the day.

HISTORY OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT FUND
JOHN B. GJLE3, TREASURER.

To THE COMllITTWt OP Aim4KOWKXTS
GKXTLBMXN.Agiceablj to your request I submit

the following brief history of the Fire Department
ftmd of the city of New York. ltd nsefalaasa and
the benefits derived therefrom by the wilowa and
orphans of our deceased associates, are too well
known to us all to be commented upon at this time
by me.

In 1791, the representatives of the Fire Depart-
ment convened at the house of Jacob Brown, in
Nassau street, f0r the purpose of raising a fund tint
might be beneficial.to indigent sick and disabled I
Urtmen and their widoirs and orphan*.
At that time, owing to the limited extent of onr

city, oar lire department was in consequence com¬

paratively small; but even at that early period the
rounders of the fund foresaw the necessity of an in.
stitution of some kind to afford relief to their unfor¬
tunate associates, as Ihc largo majority of its mom-
bora were from the working classes of the oommu-

On reference to the minutes an account ofthe nro.

ri5i£$*id"
p. !1"tLf,oSletllig«of . ,

111(5 representatives from the !
SWfsift swaasvas :

i
the relief cf unfortunate firemon, whose misfortune

gay be occasioned while doing'WSfSS |
Jh®./t>IIo7?n,fir Spacemen composed tfce meet- !

fog, of which John Stag- 'was dn(S
V«E"i.J.amt® Tylce, Jeremiah Ackorly,

%M%th,wim0r B'l8*irk' i'roderick Gckert,
t»«j

William Mjoney, Gabriel Formau

David Monte, John Clark, Jacob Sherrod, Richard'
iSnif?' Bush, Stephen Smith. Willet Seaman, -

Daniel IIit;hcock, James Beekman, Jimes Wood-
Keter CoI<- AH- Tark Geo.

FmSShI' w® B'.l a8h' JI*» Arctibaid Reily, Abram
hSSHS: ' Bowne' Daniel Coataat, and Chris.

states:-" A fhnd, which shall be
Department Fund, shall be estab-

!»»?;« » 'j e m°n®y» arising from chimne / fines
ce tiflcatf.", donation*, and with such other monevs

ponies as have alreadv agreed on may hereafter
Article Gths^ci^ tS

Hie Trustees shall have the sole disposal of tlio
moneys in the funds, which shall be for the relief
ofeuth dibbled firemen or their families si mav
tot*,rested in the fund, and who au

.
tatto offij

of a ttsyonty of the iruateea.be iorthyol £US |
A motion was made that tiny proco<*l to ahoosa !

?V^Tii i
sfls ^^ruingly done by ballot, and
Persons were ©Ic-cted, Tlz.:_j0sm i

\Vm ftft, Aha6ueraa Turk, Vice President;
0 a

kkwortii, lrcasnrer; Abram* Frankiiu
Secrt.aiy; Tbos. Hazard, Chris. Halstead, James

TriS? ti in3 F,i:ruan' J «. Tvlftrt, Isaac Meal,
John B. Dasn. Geo. Warner, and Peter Col%*Traa

1 ® first report of the Treasurer of the Wlf De¬
partment !. tu>d w:<s made by Wnj. J. Elawor*. at a
mceunp of the repieaentativea, held at tho iou^e of
Edward Bardie, on the 12th of AprU, 17M, whS
mad?-' BglCp0rt°f thcstat0 of tUc fuuilswas

Whole amount..

r
^ J*'3b fublcy WSJ appointed ol-

T.ror of ch.mtK.y fires. Chimuey fines a-nears

a t n°ri'a^ r *2 fo^PWtant aourco of revenue

ltatoffjSyflS!. tifeTSSJJS/S?
amount of funds to be £282 lis. od. The fi^Unnud

»*<*",g was be.d at tbo b££ of
ni I i.

D,onUe8fMI,d Monday in l>ec?mbcr
1 . J3. The Ireayircr, Willimu J.EIs rorth, moored

r'""ls tavcstt4 -a « %
p uC< Lj ncnnaI meeting was held at Hunter'a

b/r i-u T/'' °" '',xorid Monday of D.-cem-

ottbefni.cis to be jC3«2 10a id "Pn.ir»i. ». i

??" SSf*; Trt«»ur« "«.
. 1 Al_ noting NirhcJia Via A.ntirrro «raa

eicoted rreasurer in place of William J. Kl ,wonb
who resigned on the 13m October lij? S
Vsn^ nf a^'jninittce, consisting as f.Mlo*s : James

1 Jorr& Newton, James Robinson Ma
tbiaa Nack, and .1ameM l^arsons, .1 un., was annnintvri

to drait a petition to the Legieiature for an ffofTn.
SSST^n t9p6Sttd.it M*dS^^l,Pl>ecSber 18^

. petition, which was read and agreed to nnmi

mousjy, and the committee were iSSSSed-t?TE£
m.« the same to the Board of the CWrtiiii tor
tl^ir Inaction, «d afterirerd to forWd th«
.,ncto toe J^iaiature at Alhalit? At 'sneSof
» ., T-, 'v ^ iluiOJ 8lir.1t, 00 the JOtlj dar nf

} « ?! i' s- J'"' '.onomKtre rep -rtrd an art na««-d
' .' ."J ^ ¦"..M'Jaturc. March -;o l/^. styled "An « t

V. rk!C\lm0 tl,e ^ Ihectty oT New

i.r t ihn ^.bt. a el.art-r to contlnne
tmt , t'.e t.-bt Tn;sdiy m April, 1818, and hmitiotr
-e iii .«> >-!0.0(j(i. Sixth aonval meeti air was

C ftt th« ho,«eof "iTpJ
,r

«Uf*t. N1 lKilas Van .Vulw^Tj

I:'r^'7d.rei>wV 8,8 #,9t0 ^ tlw fttmL4 ^
sevoot'h ann«a| nuetingheld at tlir faun* plarc

J' Ireasow. Niobotaa V»n Ant«#r .

reporUc thr tunds to lie £82.1 17s. ,'»d. Pth aur.nml
meeting held 2d Monday. Pee. l°00

Nicholas Van Autfrerp
ftmds to be £*70 7c 7d. 9th annual 3-'

Monday, in l^-, IhOI at the

Sm26tlSI'®,fc*" ¦*".*» Treasnm'a report
A tr.is meeting Nicholaa Van Anrwern

f/T ?t'" i^t/onp elcctcd in his stead Tre&aoter of
i0lh anntid^tlng

iln! v I 9fJn,L Crook, L' .«> Wif
nani street. Trcftrarer Btnj. Strong *i*ttnl fh«

1 ^ri" ^ jel'lsl 2e-2d- 11 lh »Dnt2TSetiM
i li n' V^':1- 3* Mm* pl» *. reported of fond*
.l.-M l<>. TJth tumual meeting ->eld Deo. ihiu
8* i?orwc PhKHp B.:ramron, No. 8 George's

'TS stTg '«">£to*be
< t tki i.i?' ; held Dec. wot,
i.t th«, Louue of Moboias Uwd, Naasaa Ami T< n«.

fuer reported itate of 1
J <th annonl meet in <; held Dec., 1W., aame

' rfp?rt of £2.078 10 0

? I1* ^°* '^07 do 2 Ao7 lc 7
(k>' do. 3,0.12 6 2

!2l* I Harmony Hall 3..".<)« .",4
^'

*1 t?0, j'»,085 on

k T. "i.'on npptoprlaling 1300 per aunum ftar
M-hw>(tng tie ebUdrtuoLideoe**t-d or Indigent 0:0
i!>en, was p,i»f(l at the A«re meeting.
1 th. Annual meeting, held I>tc. 1811. at

lla/menj Hal!, report of ft;nds. «if, 0 v. ¦,

:;-tb. do. lAll, do io(--4l
.

A V 1f'«» >.
°f

Aahrn B. Mait.«n(rs, Taftftaajr Hall
Trf*>wm r's rt m\ of the fcrdn was. 1ft SO nf

. '.a. ,iv( 'or < t ,1 it,ij r». 1 ,14 fct

Vvtv.: IU,; rrp-Aof r^V yt

J3d. do. 1815, da. 10 6tt 39
Mth, do. 1816, Firemen's Hall 11,364 17

dal 1817, lli®M01
26ih annual meeting, h< Id December,1818,

at Firemen'* Hall, reiiort of fund*. . . .$10,364 72
27th « .... 1819, 10,637 85

Attfc* above meetipg David Brynon was elected
ttfaeurrr, In jlice of Benjamin Htn og. iesigned.
2Hh annual m«et;ng I old December 1820,

at F>r< men's Hall, repo t of turtds. . . .$11,398 9S
At the above meeting Isaac H«tch, Jas- H>P9on,

Bd. Dayton, Valeniioe Vardewater and Oliver T.
»e* leu were appolntel a e«immilt*e to devia* aud
Wport such way* and n^uis as they may deem
proper to luCTeiife the ftu>ds of the department.

Tl»e fliat bequtt-t to the Fire Duoftrtment Fund
wan made Julv, 1621, by the #iU of I)r. John Churl-
ton, datrd June 23, 1K04, Fred, De Puy-ter,
E»q., acting cxecutar, amounting to $250. The
above Le<|u< bt cli ited a lengthy nnica in tlw
Natioual Advoraie, whi h was directed to be copied
In full upo.. t e miuutes.
29tb aiiiir.iil nu t-ting li^ld December 10,

1821, at Fin men'* Hall, the Treasurer,
David Bryscn, reported the state of the
fluids to be $l!,">24 12
Ai i'ne above meeting Wm. Colgate was elected

Tr> oeiitrr of tbe Fire ^)epartffll^, Fnt-d,
3(>f li anLttal norticg, hr1'1 Pr eniijftr,l822 ,

Wm. Colgate, Xieofurer, amount of
fnuda .*12,154 22

3lat " " JVov. 1823, John P.
Bailey, Tieasurer 12.619 40

32d " " 1824 "....12.700 22
3;>d " " Deo. 1825 "....13.339 08
3-Hh " " 182G 13,157 15
3<r*th " " 1827 "....15,917 77
36tb ,

" " 1828 "....15,419 97
37th " " 1829, Drake B.
Palme r.Treafurer 15,032 77
It waa oeczrfd Lccessary this year, owing to the

in< rt-ased demand upon the charitable fund of tho
department, to reduce the pension to $20. II waa
shoitly aiterwards raised to $25.
38th ai noiil meeting, held Dec. 1830,Drake

B. l'almt-r, Tiea«., «mount of funds $18,511 93
Gitth " " Nov. 18.11 18,366 61

Application waa made this year to the Legisla-
tore to extend the charter t> I860, and to increase
the capital to fifty thousand dollar*, which waa
granted.
40tn animal meeting, held Dec. 1832 .Drake

B. Palmer Trea*.: amount of fund $17,958 45
41 st annual meeting, held Deoember,1833,
Drake B. Palmer, Treasurer, amount
ftinda, 18,891 84
It was deemed expedient thia7eor to devise some

plan lor increasing the fond of the department.
The number of widows had trebled in 14 years aod
druWed 1 10 years. A oommittee waa appoiited,
whi reported a proposition to tax every member of
the department $2 per annnm. The proposition
was, however, votod down. Toe committee aUo
suggeaved an application to the legislature to in¬
corporate a firemen's bank. A clause wa i to be
inserted in the charter, securing an annual appro¬
priation of fifteen hundred dollar* to the Fire De¬
partment Fond. Btfore tho bill came np for fi ial
action, the committee were aopri ted that the Legis¬
lature would refuse to graut the application, em¬
bracing in the charter the proposed clau-te, thereby
defeating the object and benefit intended. A sub¬
sequent meeting of the representatives waa con¬
vened and resolutions adopted instructing the
committee to withdraw the application, whicn was
accordingly done.

4 2(1 annual meeting, held December, 183*.
Drake B. Palmer, Treasurer, amount
funds $19,915 50

43d annual meeting, held December, 1635,
Henry B. Greenwood, Treasurer,
amount funds. 20,080 00

41th annual meeting, held Deoember,
1836 , Ellas U. Drake Treasurer , amount
funcs, 28,369 89
By the great fire in December, 1835, the fond was

impoverished to the extent of $6 ,750, and calla for
charity increased to a very neat extent By dint
of increased exertions the foliowing year the per¬
manent fund was not enly reinstated to its original
amount, but increased by $7,500, and for wh»ch the
department were chiefly indebted to the indefatiga¬
ble exertions of Messrs. J. If. Russell, A. H. Spiesard ether members of the department, in obtaining
donations to tbe fund.
45th annnal meeting, held Dec., 1837, H. B.
Cock, Treasurer, amount funds $29,908 32

40th do. do. 1838 do. 28,840 25
Special meeting, held July, 1839, Henry

B. Cook, Treasurer, amount of fands. . 10,447 40
47th annual meeting, held Dec., 1839, A.

P. Fcntz, Treasurer, amount funds 31,437 54
48th do. do. 1840 do. do. 35,673 95
49th annual meeting, held Dec., 1841, A.
P.Pentz, Treasurer, amoui>t fundi. ... 31 ,120 79

50th do. If 42, John S. Giles, do. 34,051 30
5 1st do. 1841, do. do. 34,467 93
52d do. 1844, do. do. 36.240 38
53d Co. 1845, do. do. 38.630 57
54th do. 1816, do. do. 38,136 35
5* lb 6c. 1847, do. do. 33.495 12
50th do. 1818, do. do. 39,715 33
57th do. 1819, d3. do. 41.303 10
581 b co. 18f>0, do. do. 53,21 C 85
59th do. 1851, do. do. 59.480 22
COth do. lb"2, do. do. 72,701 53
61st do. 1859, do. do. 8r>,439 89
The rapid it'creofioof tbe fund from 18 13 nnybe chiefly att-ibuted to an act passed by the Legis

lvatr March 30, M49, Impo-iog a tax of two per
cent hi.on all premiums received by agencies of
foreign fire ir.surunce companies in this city, ap¬
propriating the same to the charitable fund of the
department

<)!i tlie Kith December, 1850, a committee was
appointed at amceticg of the represent itivoa of
tnc Fire l)e;;artciett, to apply to the Legislature to
unit-nd tho charter, increasing the capital to one
hundred tt ousand dollars. Various donations hare
been made from time to time to the charitable
fund < f tbe department, emb<acing public benefits,
contiibutior.3 from live icaurunoe companies, as also
ni3t<r munilireut gilts from private individuals, aU
of wlilch have hern duly acknowledged. The num¬
ber of widows pad children, who ate at this time de¬
pendent ULOn the fund for assistance is in t^e ag¬
gregate about 1,300, tod Lotwithstanding tho til-
ct^ant and increasing colls fur aid, the fund has
by no means loot ground, but on the contrary, has
steadily inerem-ed, and which is owing to Its hav¬
ing been from tho beginning faithfully guarded and
corrtctJy administered.

I ) Ave tbue briefly sketched tbe past historv of
tbe i heritable fund of the I'ire Department of the
city of New York, froia its infancy until it has
reached its present growth aa.l strength, in notinsc
tho most important events that have a^eom^rdedits iis«> and piogras, and it v/ill be readily con ;edcd
tint its most ardent projectors could scarcely have
conceived so propitious a result. Many at its ear¬
liest founders acd very many of those generousheart* who have contributed to its advancement
have long sitee passed from this probationary exis¬
tence, but the record still remains to nerpctaatetheir philanthropy and txocvolenoe. and it is fer¬
vently Loped that it m\v "still live,'' not only as an
enduring monument of* a noble ?nd msunanimous
undertaking, wMch from a faint slimmer has be¬
come a shining light in the broad firmament of cha-
Titsble institutions, nnd wLich awakens in tie wi¬
dow's and orphan's be&jt an unfeigned sense of

Er latitude for iirc'ly relief in the hour of affliction,
at that it may act as cm incentive to renewed ef-

foits, higher aims ard more extended charities.
Job* S. GflES, Treasurer of the N.Y. FireDep't.
NliW Vo*3, August 18, 1854.

HoRniBLK Death..Wo understand th«t a young
woman t-v tbe Tjarae of Sheldon, residing in the
tcTr t of Kotwtight, IeUware county, came to her
death in tbe following manner, on Uondiy, the 7th
instant. She- had been A ring lu a family near to her
brother, and on the day of acr death she was at her
brother b house, and staid until tt was quite duskhh,
ai d then started to return by a path which led
through a piece of woods; tho |«ith also led close to

s steep precipice, acd accordion to the verdict of the
coroner s jury, she full off, which caused her death.
She was not discovered until five days afterwards,
and then by sotne boy* who were out berrying; tu
tbfjf was no alarm felt by either her brother or
the family that she lived with, both must have sup
posed that she was at each other's house, and no
search was made. She was so much decomposed
that she only could be identified by her clothing..
Ohtuta lit. aid.

Fatal ItAnno ao Accibi <t..A fatal railroad
aocident occurred ycMorday morr.ing, about half-
past teven o'clock, at Che depot of the Cleveland,
ColtiiniiuB and Cincitna'l Rftllioad. A man by the
name of Washington McNeal, in attempting to step
from the top of oce freight ear to another, virile
Um train w*s in notion, aud whll® the car npon
which bo aeood had been dot* -bed and wai sepa-
Srig from the others, accidentally slipped and

ix>oa the track. The fore truck w1** Is passed over
bio body belew tha waist, crushing him in a snook-
irg Banner. He exuired about half past 2 o'clock
P. m. The deceased was about tuirty-t#o ye its of
age. end icsidcd at I«xinj:too, Kentucky, Where he
lea* cr< a wife and one child. He wm on hia way
ta«t with a drove of catiie. **>!. 50 wta found in
bin po kit book, which ke requested might be sent
to hia wife..Columbus {Ohio) StaUnnan, Aug. 10

Tar New Ukitsp States Coin.- A afw dollar
coin, jo*t prepartd at the United Ft?.tca Mint, has
been >,?nt to the Secretary of the Treasury for 3p-
j'rrrol. in size It is about that of u half dime ; on
ore side it las an Indian head, with a crown of
tcati -m, ei.(h as cc.e -eett at times on tobacco boxes.
T*e heau is s-troundtu by the words " lit itad
States cl Amtii a.

" On tie reverse side, there is an
opt -> wttsth rtwposed (I the prin ipal ntsple aijTi
cuUu~al predactions of tfco country wheat, corn,
t< becjc std rice. Tilt wreath su-nun^s the trorCs

" 1 Hoi'sr, 1^.4- Tc Rpro«f»rce. on this side c»pe-
'-Ipul;, it t wct'dy rr««n.bics t*? lbr»o ->J»ar :<i&

Prr^/y'-f T", 4! ^ fcJu

United Mitel C»iilinrr*i 0owt.
Deron George W. Mutton, Esq. {

(BABaa OF Amkvvr WITS A DANOIkOVS WatTOH I
. ALLfcOSD CIUJbLtY ON THK HIOH OBAH. t|The Unittd Slatst vs. Claries A. MmrskeJL. jlfie tc we<l, to this cam, is- the Cap* ata cf ths 1

American bhip Ycrkohire, aud la char(red with croel HI
and unusual punishmint or a seunan uuxd Nisho- 1
las Cook, who subsequently died at the hospital i«
New Tork, an idready Lotlced to the Huals.
Andrew Wafcwa, examined by Mr. James Rld*-

waj, oo bebalr of the government, deposed. That
be was One of the crew of the American ship York¬
shire, on her last voyage; Capt. Marsha'! was mas¬

ter; we had a sailor on board named N1 Uolaa
> Co. k; be is now dead; saw the captain prick him
| in the face several times with a penknife, which

n ade the blood come; the man was not doing aay-

| thing that witness was aware of; he (Cook) had

| been beatfin reveial times by tb? 0rst and third
nates; saw the captain, on another oojaaion, take
Cook b> the balr of the hesd, and butt him several
tiro**; it old not produ e any great injury.

Crcf-H-examiDed. Whca tt>n captnia was pricking
bim, be told i>im if he did not hold his head stUl, he
touI'I bu t bis head off: the man was holding nw
bead back to avoid tne cut? ; I never said to tha
ate ward that I would have satisfaction for the cap¬
tain turnitg me fiom the wheel.
Coprean Roger, a pa*senger, deposed that he saw

ti e captain beat Cook twenty fire or thirty Wows
about the bead and back with a rope; be atmok
pietty hard.

Other passengers deposed that tbey iiv the oap
tain kick Cook and strike him with a belaying pto(
saw Cook on one occasion tied to a sofa behind tke
wheel, and when he would not sleep be waa kicked
by tee mate, the captain being' present; a iw the first
mute hit Cook with a piece of irou four or five feet
long, slid tbl k as his thumb; t >e captain was pre¬
sent: betlen escaped, when the boattwain kioked
him in a certain part; Cook walked a ray very easy,
as though be was snflferiBg.
The examination was adjourned to Tuesday, tWa

¦otnKg.
The Counterfeiting Com..William Bonghtoo and

othets, sr ested for counterfeiting, will be brought
befoie Coamusionci Still ireli on Wednesday navra*
ing.

The Furniture rrade of Button.
. [From the Boston AUm, Au* 21.

To thoroughly Icarn tbe tradeoff laWcet m%k<v
was only twenty or thirty years ago, an undertaker
requiring nearly half the years of a young nun's
minority. It was netassary be should be abl* to
»*ke *nd put together every part of any artiele
produced by the trade. Bat machinery, that great
promoter and suatainer of Yankee prosperity. has
now, together with the division of labor wtrch it
heritably induces, wrought a complete revolution
in this, as well as in so maoy other time honored
crafts. Furniture is no longer turned off ia stnstl
detachments ordered out beiorehand, jut as they
may happen to be wanted, bat whole sjuadrons of
bureaus, regiment of settees, aad standing armies
of qheirs are sent on fllibnsterlng exenrsi'ma to ol
the countries on the globe, and kept in reserve la
large store-rooms, reodv fo- any cneia thit may eo-

2E-.4 m.aa al*>ut fitting up a steamboat on tbe
°ir Loke«; a ®%P*P iQ o«r harbor, *

hotel at Charleston, P. C., or in the White Mmn-
tains, New Hampshire, or one about going to house-
keeping in anv part of the world, tfter having "per.
petrated mttrimony," boa only to go or send to
of our flm class furniture dealers in Boston, with
the measure of bis house or vessel, and forthwith
the goods are sent on, and his rooms or oibiai an
fitted up with far more beauty, artistic still, ele¬
gant taate and .udgment, than he oould
possibly possess, or any otuer mm not tho¬
roughly trained to tbe business.
At tbe same time the goods are afforded much

cheaper than formerly, so that the man of humble
means may indulge in the luxury of an eaay caair
or sofa, in a home the ? Ieasautness of which ia en¬
hanced by being filled with handsome furniture.
Formwlv, too, each torn and village possessed

its own cabinet shop, which supplied its own local
trade, without infringing upon others or having its
own monopoly invaded. Now tae workshops are
in tbe viDagfsand bye places, aad oities are" only
their store houses. Tbe furniture in our houses u
brought from ail directions, as if br the four winds
of heaven. The nicer descriptions ef furniture are
made in Boston and Cambridge, or in Bever y; +gfao
end easy chsira ate made in Charlestown; bu-eaos

I in Beading', btcsteada come from Dedham; half n
dozen i own? in Worcester count; , a ad some in other
diieitions, supply us witi chairs; Dorchester ranks
h gh for mahogany tables; aud New Bedford for-
Msbes the trames of our lo*kinq; glasses. Ifinches-
tor nted to be famed for nice cabinet work; but ef
.ate j cars, though "holding her own" tolerably
well, she has hardly kept pace with otaer m>re pro¬
gressive towus. Two fa< tories, owted by tweof
our It uvifbt firms, now manufacture run* than
half the nice furniture made in New Knglaod.
ins by no mean eapy to estimate the amount of

tlie finnturc trade of Boston, but it has increase!
very remarkably within tho last ten years, nd is
lKli(:v*d to amount nt the present time, including
** nrln nS«Pf< E b.as,ae?0; '">m $G,000,000 to
V'M'0,000. Tb^ business of o e fl m, which Is pro-

largest in the city, amounts io about
v5_0 000 oncuollj . Tbey send roods to every partcftbe wo. id except Japan, and live in ho .<£ that
some fine day they may be r onir d to ship on in-
voice ev n to that di?t*nt 'irnf. Several othe firms
a.c said to do a busbies*; of upwards of $200,000
annnaL'y. We are informed that tho annual sides
of the single iti le of chair-, (which might be con¬
sidered ns a separate though kindred branch of too

y tl>e *ho)esa!e d'-alers, amounts to
<1,200 IKM) annually. Common chairs are m ide. aa
wc bavo Pflid, principally in Worcester county, but
are mostly finished and pa'nicd ia this city. Tnta

r stiniate uoe3 not, of course, «nclnde the goois sM
.*nn'actarers, and boxed up and

sent directly to New \ ork and other markets.
WQt \9 fipjlwd.iv v i cn<* (?thcr «.rep*an Cfmntrie-, but or Mured

; the bnst&esg in that direction is uaimportaat, Much
' tb»rSilffli«?WeT8r' Pa{pP®d to th<! various ports oo

the Mediterranean Sci, and fi-.ds a ready market

^ Vi uHler. 'a'M °* Smith lour?
fV >

L die ^California, Australia, tb$ SmwidA
thfrfn' wAri 7av** K*° kiDd ot fupDlta« m«de in
tbe fid World but whit can be made equally so

^li h^- Importations have therefore
, very Pmal], amonnting now to only about 110,000

i Rt)iiC*lly , *hilc exportutions ate largoly oo um»

; ir.creiu,0. Ciuiada and the other Briri'h province*
i nave become quite important markets. Bat tha

: principal markers ar;i in our own country, at tha
i booth and W<v»t. A considerable quantity is rnado
| heie expressly for tho New Yoik tr;'de, to be seS

f!°m that fort to the Southern States, Ctlifornla.
| ^ostralia, ar.l elsewhere. Some of the dealereof
I ( bar.(Kton, M(;bile , and New Orieani have resident

I partners here, who irade aireotly with the ennetr*

; m^iifactu eri: bat tho practice ,'f h»vh,r *^nS
I bouse or agency in Boston is of late be ominr n3-

yersal among onr manufacturers. Furnitun. mann-I factoring ban rrcentlj been iutr du et in Ctutdn-
j natl, and aj»o in Chicago, and is now rapidly gaw-
| 'DP ground. Thoeo cities will probably ultimately

furniture
WeaMrlth 1111 e*«>Pttne nl«* kludsi

Alassschusetts manufacturers, barfdw nowwuia*
every ptu-Mble fac.hty for the
ivhlcb fafnilj availed of, have aLao a farther a^
lapce over tliose of other States in the matter ofIom
experience and established reputation. Tt^rVooS
are subrU^tial and fcutcl ul. B *ton fur^tawTcoS
toovmsdeerotherwis'.is made cmphiticaHy upo.boner. One can rely upon what is told him by tho
man fce buys of. Toat ma e and sold elsew«ie<w
may p;eaent a more showy appeanuoe, and coavw
a gn ster imprc^ion ofelegance at the fin* gSSTbut it will not be found to stand Lue testa of Um
and wear equal to the Boston goods. We woolobr
no menus be understood as yieiiing to other StatM
the palm vi ruperiority in regard to elegance. W*
have seen specimers of carvod mirror frames, rnnri
wood tables. Ac., of Boston w >rkmaQa><ip, wtd'h
wonl- comj aro favorably with the workmaaihin *T
arj part or tl>e world. u»dee«», some ottbe workmea
?mploveu hi* English, French, and Usraaa an-
eliaijies cf the higbtat cl».<w, in point ofeaceUeooo.

in Acw Yctk, the fnroiture (Waters epcrate aire
In clAases that nmotg tur. For instance one to
compelled to go to a nmnb jr ot places before'hef
completely furnish his house: bat In Bosten mm
have said , he has only to accompany ois order vHh
the dimensions of his house, and have every ueoso*
sarr article of furniture neatly fitted Into ft fam
cellar to garret. In this rcspe t, it is certalalyZ
decided convenience to trade in Boston.
Tbe furniture trade brings to this market rerr

numy coatemers from the South and WesL wZ.
wbUe they are bo e, tiud it for tbeir wtereM to kn

ot other kindfl; and once liavimF contra^j
the habit of trading in Boaton, thoy find It ao agno-
able and «alutary to their purnes that tae hahbto
eclf.om broken off. Tae aame thing mlghf.doub*-
lees be said of sJl tho other breaches oif trade «¦'.*-

belpa to build up and si<i.tain the others, and iriS
beuef.fi o«e trade benefits itiCidenUlly all the others!
and promotes the general prwpenty and a liaiise
mcnt of our community.

:v P/,pT0N ;The B-ard of Assessors ef
this « ity hive <ut' rmintd that the rate of ttxatioo
«e pimr-t year f lull be W ca *1#* valuaiou;
an ir>cr» aso of $1 CO on Si ooo over last year, wheu.
T f ^ *" valuation of the real estito

taxed isit« millions n.ore then last *ear, whrn it
^¦a« IllH.tro.i'OO. On nersoBt,' estate there hu
rten sii iprr«swd va.nt.tion of aVct nine miction*
over :ba s oM>on of 19G",%ber If 1109k
ilctr^ul r» -jut ten |.,rt rear, fI(»6rM 200 TaU
r?a.- 1* * : ' H f?5 ooo.t.a rot-ad nnmbeik -Dn-itm

, d ill.


